OF GEORGE BRISSET, ©: 
LORD Of GRATENCE. | Syr,q.bt. 


Written vpon conſideration of the inhumanemur- > 
ther of che late French king, and ſenero Monſieur 74+ 5: 3 5-2 Rn 
Of CO SEE Cn ny: | 2 
raine, a Counſcllor in the Court of Parliameac' of 4 
Brittaine #n France, Lord high Steward of the councell 
of Nants; where the ſaid Noble man, with many others %%., * 
of accaunt, were conuerted fromthe Church of-Rome, + LR 
| and b:eome true Chriſtian Cariolicks,ro che great o = "4. 
| ioy © a.'s Chriſtians. add . rf 


> * | : y : 7 1. % : 
Tranſlated out of French into Engliſh, 2 "908 


” 1 
F = % = ; is b- 4 ; A 
' REAP 
* =" « _ | 9 of 4 
0 it: WE 


| Printed for/Pdlien Berky,and John Bf ©& 
 I610, D ot 


_ 
by - 
$45 + 


ANC REI 
NED _ Ws ee & _ > ” 6 = Ls 


L3 


» 


*; 
5 


The Tranſlator to the , 
Reader, 


dEPEFNT His ſhort diſcourſe includes in it 
W114 ' F much [# btance,and layeth open 
No the princopalerrers by which the 
{ ſrayterons Papiſts hane ſo long 
| gouerned the common-wealth of 
France: (hewing how their red- 
ſons are badly grounded, ill applyed and worſe de- 
riued for their purpoſe. Therefore I wiſh euery man 
would bane ſo much care of his (oules health, as 
to imitate this new Connert in the ſearching of 
Gods word: and #{/e, then re: ooobinic 
ceine true comfort; awd difcerne light from dark- 
eſſe, and bee no more mnſſe-led with that wn- 
charitable rule of Popery viz. That it is not law- 
full for avtificers, and trade{-men, and thoſe that 
bee ignorant people, to ſearch into the Booke of 
God. By which meanes theſe P apiſts : have faire 
aduantage to mnffle their ſcholers in any error, 
were it neutr ſo groſſe: where hauing their faith 
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tied is another mans report they muſt needs ftand 
in danger of damnation. And that many more 
ſhonld not be ſeducedinto the like opinion, here is 
(by an inſpiration from God) an Apologie made 
by a French centleman, trained vp dll bus time 
from his- inf ancie in Poperie, now reduced to the 
true knowledge of God, yeuecaled in hrs holy word , 


by CE ont his ſaluation in the diligent 
reading and medggation thereof. 
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# Hen I had through» 
ly conſidered {right 
noble Sir) how that 
Rome continually 
ſtrives to build vp the 


3 ome with the bloud 
w_— of Princes , and to. 

4 - make by the ſame,” a 
legend ful of fainted murtherers, I grew more 
defirous ef my ſouls health then before, And 
that the changing of my religion, may make 
in youno ill impreſſion of me, butthat'you 
would ſtill hold me in the ſame cftimation:T” 
hauc here ſer downe in writing, the mortiues 
and reaſons which haue induced me o to dos 
intreating you to belecue thatT haue not bin 
ledvnto it,by any humane or worldly conft- 
deration, ForT haue ſhut mine cies ro any 
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in danger of damnation. And that many more 
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(by an inſpiration from God) an  elbgt made 
by a French centleman, trained wp dll hus tins 
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GEORGE BRISSFT, 
 Lordof Grartience:- 


« Hen I had throughe 
| ly confidered {right 
=7)/ | noble Sir) how that 
F7/(F| Rome continually 
{/<N | ſtrives to build vp the 
NV glory of her king« 
Nj dome with the bloud 
Al of Princes, and to 
'_ © make by the lame, a 
legend ful of fainted murtherers, I grew more 
defirous ef my ſouls health then before, And 
that the changing of my religion , may make 
inyouno ill impreſſion of me, butthat you 
would ſtill hold me in the ſamecſtimation:T 
haue here ſer downe in writing, the motiues 
and reaſons which haue induced me {© to das 
intreating you to belecue thatT haue not bin 
led vnto it,by any humane or worldly conft- 
deration, ForT haue ſhut mine eies to uy 
aire 
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Briſſets Apolegie. 


faire promiles and aduanmtages, which n crc 
offexed me by the church of Rome: and hauc 
loſt the loue of many perſons, which not- 
 withſtandingl will notcealle to-honor and 
loue but principally your feltc, whole vertue 
'  anddiſcretion I baue alwaies highly cſtee. 
med. Which doth not onely. giuc me hope, 

that you will the better raſt my allegations, 
which I hauc here briefly ſct downe: but alſo 
that many thouſands hereby may returne out 
of the miſts of Popery,into the light of trath: 
in the which God be theirs & my guide, And 
as my ſoule therein hath gained content, ſo 1 
wilhall mi{-led bclecuers in that bewitching 
rcligion of popery,be tummoned,& call their 
intelleual ſcaſes together,and cxaminetheir 
conſciences,whether ſaluation conſiſteth vp- 
on the {imilitude of viſible things ( whereia I 
haue bene in former times nulled :) or the 
contemplatiue cogitatiosof inward thoughts 
(wherunto Iam now reduced) be the better, 
Therfore as an induQtion to this my Chrilti- 
an Apologie, I wiſh all true Catholickes to 
_ become truealleagiants to their Princes, and 
not to let the blind Bayard of Babylon, with 
the vaine glory of his ourward ceremonies, 
bewitch you. And ſo with honeſt truth to the 
 world,& feruent faith in Chriſt Icſus,I os | 
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The time I was (right honourable, wor- 
_ ſhipfull, and well bcloued friends) one of 
the number of the moſt zealous to the Ro. 
mane religion, I had notwithſtanding this 
 perſwaſion with my cle; that religion is 
not ſubieR to men,how' great andlearned 
ſocuer they be, but that they themſelues are 
ſubieQro religion: alſo that religion is the 
ruleof ſaluation giuen of God to men, and 
to which cuery man ought to bee ſubiceRz 
and that it is not lawfull for any one to cx- 
empt himſclfe , or to change or diminiſh a- 
ny thing therein. And thereapon de- 
manding of ſome Church.men which Thad 
beſt conceipt of, if this rule was giuen of 
God, they anſwered me,that it was in the 
facred booke of God, called the Bible, and 
that there is no other booke beſides which 
may be named the word of God. Following 
therfore this counſell, after I had prayed to 
almighty God ro giue me grace to profite 
therein, I painfully endenoured my lelfe'to 
reade that bookez and hauing chearefully 
read ouer all the. Goſpell,' I was wonder- 
fully aſtoniſhed to finde nothing therein, 
concerning the moſt part of thoſe things, 
which had bene taught me, And that it is not 
in the Bible commanded at all to inuocate 
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the Saints, nor to: render any ſeruice to i- 
mages, nor to ſacrifice leſus Chriſt, norto 
pray to God, without vnderſtanding what 
we ſay; and that it ſpeakes nothing of Par- 
oatory, nor of Lent, nor of Maſſes, nor of 
Merits, nor of Monkes, nor of religious Or» 
ders,nor of che precedencie of the Church of 
Rome:nor in brietc of any of all thoſe thin 

almoſt wkich' were taught mem the time 1g. 
norance blinded me; which things I then 
thought had bene expreſly commanded in 
that Booke of the word' of God, Further- 
more I found (inthe ſame) divers paſſages 
which did ſceme to me to be flat contrary 
to theſe things. Hereupon repairing my telte 
to {ome vt the ſame | Church-men, 
anſwered me, and (aid, that it was notlawfull 
for me to reade the holy Scripture, nor t9 
ſearch after things which ſurpaſſed my capa- 
city, but to be direed by them : alſo that the 
Catholike Romane Church had ſo ordained, 
to whom the holy Scriptures belongeth, fay- 


ing :that ſhe is the pillar and ground of truth. 


1.Tim.3,verl.15. VYho heareth not the Church, 
let him be onto thee 41 a beathen man,ov a publi- 
caxe, Matth. 18, And that Ieſus faid to Saint 
Peter, I hane prayed that thy faith may not faile 


thee, Whereby it appeateth that the Church 


Th 
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of Rome founded pn Saint Petey,cannot 
erre in the points of faith, as rhey of the Ro« 
mane ſe affirme., "IN" 

Whereupon aduiſedly pondering theſe 
things in my minde, I ſaid: I belecue tharIe« 
ſus Chriſt dyed for me, andthar the promi- 
ſes contained in the booke of the word of 
God, docappertaine vnto me as wellas to 
Clergie-men: wherefore-then ſhould I not 
preſume to {ce theſe things which appertaine 
vnto me?Contrariviſe,it I had books of loue, 
or of tales and fables, they ſhould nor be ta- 
ken from me; but now theſe men would be- 
reaue me of the booke which they them. 
{clues lay is the booke of Gods word. Adde 
tothis; if it be for none toreade but the lear- 
ned, neuer any man ſhould prepare himſclfe 
to reade it, ſecing hee cannot be learned be- 
fore he haue read it. I had thought one had 
read the Scriptures tobecome wile in piety, 
behold theſe men would, that one thould be. 
come wiſcbefore he had read it: wherefcre 
then do they alledge paſlages out of the holy 
Scriptures, ſeeing they will notpermit me to 
ſearch whether their allegations bee trac or 
not? My minde was therefore to ſeethoſe 
places which they did alledge vato me for 
the authority of the Church of Kome, 

B 2 Now 
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Now forthe firſt, where the Church is cal. 
led the pillar and ground of truth, I finde it 
there, no waye ſpoken}. of. the Romane 
_ Church, no more then of the Grecian or Sy- 
rian Church : there being alſo no appea- 
rance that the divineveriticſhould be groun- 
ded vpon men, bur much more conuenient 
that men ſhould ground themſclues vpon the 
word of God, And therefore Saint Paul by 
theſe words only vnderſtood that the church 
is eſtabliſhed by God inearth, to {uſtaine and 
defend the truth againſt infidels,and the eni- 
mies of truthzand that theſe words do repre- 
ſentvnto the Church, her duty whereunto 
ſhe is bound, and .notatall her authority,So 
the Church of Syria planted by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, was the pillar and ground of 
truth againſt the [ewes and-Pagans; but this 
did not exemptit from errour. The like may 
happen to the Church of Rome. As for the 
ſecond place,which ſaith:He that hearth not the 
Charch,let hym be wnto thee as an keathen man,or 
4 publicane: by reading the whole place, I 
fnde ca(ily that theſe words cannot ſerue to 
ſhew, that the Church of Rome which they 
call Catholicke, that is to ſay, vniuerſall, 
ſhould be tudge of the differences of religion. 
Firſt, becauſe there is notany mention at all 

| in 


= 
in thatplaceofthe Church of Rome,Second- 
ly, becauſe the doubts. of: religion are not. 
there ſpoken of, but the quarrels and diffe- 
rences betweene two brethrenz where alſo'it 
followeth, that | heſpeaketh notof the Ca« 
tholicke or vniuerſall Church : for roend'the 
priuate quarrels betweene two brethren,we 
muſt not expe the iudgmentof the vniuer- 
{al Church. Therfore by the Church in this 
place, he meant the Paſtors or gouernours of 
{orne particular Church, labouring to appeaſe 
the differences betwixt particular perſons, 
and that according to the rule of Gods word, 
He that will not then reforme and ſubmit 
himſelfe vnto themzis putinto the rancke of 
Pagans. | 
Now tothethird text, the conſequence 
thereof ſeemes very harſh vnto me, Peter, 1 
haze prayed that thy faith may wot faile : there» 
fore the Church of Rome cannoteerre. For 
_ the reading through this whole place 'of 
Scripture, doth euidently ſhew, that Teſus 
Chriſtdoth not ſpeake to the Church,norof 
the Church, but that he ſpeakerh to the per= 
ſon of Saint Petey, preparing him to the 
temptation into whichhe forſaw , that hee 
ſhould ſhortly fall,and renounce his Sauijovr. 
leſus Chriſt therfore promiſeth him by thoſe 
B 3 words, 
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words,that his faith ſhould not finally taile in 
this his temptation, but that God would raiſe 
it againe from that fall; where if by Saint Pe- 
ter he had meantthe Churchof Rome, is it 
poſſible he ſhould nor expound himſelfe nei- 
ther there,nor in any other place? Beſides, if 
our faith reſt it ſelfe ypon theſe preſuppoſiti- 
ons, which is to ſay, that Sainr Peter hath bene 
bead of the vniucriall Church, and that hee 
hath made the Piſhop of Rome his ſucceſſor, 
not onely inthe Biſhopricke of Rome, but 
allo in the charge of head of the Church, 
and that this charge hath ſucceeded cuer 
ſince Chriſt, without varying in doqtrine, 


and without interruption of ſucceſſion: 


how is it that the people can bee aſſured 
thereot, ſeeing rhat for to know itzit is necel- 
fary to hauc rcad ouer many hiſtories, both 
ancient & moderne authors, written in Jatine, 
which they vnderſtand not? Inall this there- 
fore aim I nor ſatisfied. 

I muſt alſo confelle here, that having bene 
taughr thir the Church of Rome holds, that 
the conſecration, and the tranſubſtantiation 
15not cftcted in the Maſle, if the Pricſt hauc 
not inention to conſecrate, I haue bene 
ſeazed with feare of beingan idolater, know- 
ing well, that very often the Prieſt hath his 

intention 
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intention clſewhere; ar belecueth not him» 
ſelfe the very thing he dothy for he may be a 


| ſeoffer, ora prophane perſon; Some there 


be, that in ſuch a caſe adore that which the 
Prieſt lifts vp; worſhip bread,and call it their 
God, and their Creator. This perplexity is 
befallen me through the reading of the- Gol 
pell, where I haue found the inſtitution of 
the Sacrament lirle agreeing with that which 
the Prieſt doth in the Maſle, 1. For there I find 
that all thoſe that were preſent, did com- 
municates but here ordinarily the Prieft one- 
ly cateth, 2. Alſo cuery one there recetues 
both kinds:and Saint Pal 1.Corinth. r1,fpeas 
king to the people, commandeth them to 
prouc themfelues, and then to drinke of that 
cup :butat this daythe cup is vtterly taken a. 
way from the people. z. Icfus Chriſt did not 
there lift vp the hoalt, as doth the Prieſt.4.the 
Apoftles did nor adorg the hoaſt; asthe peo- 
ple do at this day. 5. In all the whole inſtitu. 
tion of this ſacrament, there is no mention 
made of ſacrifice, nor any command to ſa- 
crifce Teſus Chriſt for the living and the 
dead, 6. Chriſt ſpake in a language which 
thoſe that were preſent vnderſtood, 9p. The 
Goſpell ſaith, that Tcſus Chriſt tooke bread 


and brake it. The Church of Rome on the 
hs, contrary, 
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contrary,ſaith,that the Prieſt doth not breake 
- bread, but the Audience. 8, The Goſpell 
faith, that which leſus Chriſt gaue, was his 
body, (it ſaithalſo that he gaue bread.) The 
Church of Romeon the contrary, holdeth, 
that the bread is not the body of Chriſt, but 
_ thatieccaſeth to be bread, and is conuerted, 


and tran{ubſtantiated into the body of our 
Sapiour, which is as much as to corrupt the 


words of Iclus Chriſt, 9. I fndealſo in Saint 
Matthew. 26, verſ.29. and in Saint Atarke 14: 


and in Zuke 22. 'that Icſus did drinke of 


the fruice of the vine, that is to ſay, wine, 
with his diſciplesz it was therfore wine then 
when he dranke it. 106. I hauealſo found in 
the Apoſtle Saint Pawlin ſcuerall places , as 
in the 1. to the Cor. 10, verſ. 16. and c/ap.11, 
& {o forward, that we breake and eate bread; 
alſo he ſaith in theſe words; This is the bo- 


dy of Chriſt, and the bread which we breake | 


is the communion of the body of Chriſt . 
But the Church of Rome denies all this, 
and faith , that this is not bread ar all, and 


kk IN ver. "07 . w 


that we do not at all breake bread, but the - | 


figure of bread : how 1s it then that theſe 
appearances of bread ſhould bee the com- 
.munion of the body of Chriſt? 11, Finally, 
I'fce thatthe Goſpell, according to Saint 


tute 


Apologie.. 
Zouke the 22, chapter, and the Apoſtle Saint 
Paulin the elcuenth chapterof the firlt to the 
Corinthians, verſe 25. do preſcribevnto vs, 
 howtheſe words, This is my body,ought to be 
vnderſtood. For when it came to be ſpoken 
of the cuppe, in ſtead of that which is in 
Saint Matthew, This is my bloud, they tearme 
it thus : This Cuppe is the newe Teſts. 
went 173 bloud, The bread therefore 
is the body of our Sauiour in the ſame fa- 
ſhion, that that which is the cuppe is the 
new teſtament. Now itisnot in ſubſtance, 
but : facramentally, as our Sauiour Iefus 
Chriſt-alſo calleth it a commemoration or 
remembrance. I adde to this, that -if the 
cuppe. be the new teſtament, in the bloud 
of our Saviour, as faith SaintLeke; it'is not 
| then the bloudof our Lord: for the bloud 
of our-Lord, is not inthe blond of our Lord. 
Moreouer I confefle, that in the depth of 
my ignorance, it deſpighted me much to 
heare ſome of the reformed religion re- 
proach vs,in that our Priefts made God, and 
atter ſold him for a little money in their 
riuate Maſſes ; and I haue heard fome:Do- 
ours of the Romane Church: hold; ani 
maintaine, that the bleffed; body of our 
Sauiour-:Icſus Chriſt might bee »carryed 
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Brifſets 
away by a monlſe; which were able to make 
any mans heart tremble, that loued the 
honour of our Sauiour Jeſus Chriſt, the 
ſonne of the eucrliuing God, Likewiſe to 
diſperſe the bloud of our Sauiour into 1o 
many places, and to incloſe his whole cn- 
_ tire body into an aume of bread, is not 
. conformable and agreeing to the Goſpell, 
which attributeth ro him abody like vnto 
ours,to the end he ſhould be our brother, 
| Now thoſe that alledge his body glorified, 
_ doenot conſider at all that when hee inſtt- 


tuted the Sacrament, his body was yet vn- 


gloriheds and which is more, the glorifica- 
_ tion hath nothing changed his humane na- 
_ ture, but hath onely taken away from it all 
 infirmities, LS 
I haue allo learned in the Church of 
Rome, that the ſacrifice of the croſſe, that 
is to ſay, the death of our Sauiour Ieſus 
Chriſt, is our ſole meanes of redemption; 
notwithſtanding the Prieſts ſay, that the 
Maſſe is the ſame ſacrificeof the Croſſe,and 
that they ſacrifice Teſus Chriſt really and 
effeQually for our redemption: which to 
mee ſeemeth very diſagreeable. . For the 
one tels mee, the death of Icſus Chriſt 
is the onely price of our redemption z 
EEC | and 
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and now they give vs the ſacrifice of the 
Maſle for the ſame cffe, whichis nor the 
death of Icſis, Chriſt. And it cannot be ſaid, 
that the Maſle is the continuation of the 
ſzcrifice of the croſle; fot it ſhould bee then 
the continuation of the death of leſus Chriſt: 
and ſo Chriſt ſhould dye continually. 
Purgatory alſo! is another peece of 
popery, which hath turned me from the 
Romith Church, finceT hauefound it to be 
grounded vpon this Maxime, that Teſs . _ 
Chiiſt by his death and ſufferance hath fa-- 
tisfed for the finnes commtred before bap- 
tiſme,but hath not ſatisfied for the fins com- 
mitted after baptiſme, For I haue ſaid with 
my felfe, this is the moſt important” poynre 
of all: Chriſtian religion : for it declareth 
vnto vs whatit is that Chriſt hath donefor 
vs. It is neceſfary therefore that this poynt. 
aboue all others, ſhould bee expreſly and 
truly grounded vpon tte word of God : yet 
notwichſtanding, I could neuer finde any 
thing in the word of God, that could thew 
me one fillable for it, Then hath not leſus 
Chriſt paid ſufficiently to deliuer vs from 
Purgatory : and if hee hath paide ſuffici- 
emly, wherefore doth not God accept of 


that paine, for ſo much as ir is worth? 
C23 And 


 Þriſiets 
And jccing hee doth till intercede for \vs 
in hcauen,, wherefore donotſoules come 
. forth from Pargatorie rather at his inter- 
* _ .ceſſton in heauen, then through the indul- 
- gences of the Pope? & | 
= Alto the Church of Rome holdeth, that 
all rhe faithfull which ſhall bee: aliue ar the 
laſt day. of judgement, ſhall not gor at all 
into Purgatoric. Could not God then as 
well tree vs without wronging his diuine 
juſtice ? Nothing-.indeede that is dcfiled, 
(hall enter into. Paradice. But Saint Job? 
in his firſt Epiſtie, and firſt chapter, faith, 


That the blond of Teſws Chriſt cleanſeth ws from. 


all ſimme. Likewiſe, according to the 'opi- 
nion of the Romi(ſh Church, :in -Purgato» 
ry linnes are not. cicanſed , but are onely 
there puniſhed ; and torments are no purga- 
tion to make cleane the ſpots and polluti- 
ons of ſoules and their (innes, butinfliin 
penaltics - but Ieſus Chriſt hee doth cleanſe 
vs from all ſinne, and' makes vs cleare 
without ſpotte or filth, And needes muſt 
it indeed bee, that it belongeth to God 
himlclte to preſcride the meanes to worke 
our redemptions, and not for vs: to in- 
uent the way at our owne pleaſure, And 
the mcanes for vs to applic Gods = 
an 
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and mercie, is not to diſplaye his-indge- 
ment in [tormenting: vs in fire, ' And to 
the ſame effect the holy Scriptures doe 
ſhewe vs divers examples of ſome perſons 
receiued | into. paradice, and that haue en- 
tred into peace and, glory. immediatly af+ 
ter. their- death, as the Theefe vpon- the 
creaſe. Luke 23. verl.24. But wee finde not 
one example of any body which hath bene 
ſent into Purgatorie, It hath bene alſo. no 
ſmall matter,to finde out the erreurs of this 
Purgatoric , when I hane feene by- expe- 
rience.that this fire burned for gaine and 
auarice, It is not knowne that eucr pattie 
cular Maſſes were ſung, but for ſuch perſons - 
as payed well for themz the. poore mult be 
contented with the generall and com- 
mon prayers of the Church, of which-the 
rich likewiſe hath his ſhare; but neuer was 
it ſeene (at any time.) that the begging 


- Friers: would goe to the buriall of a poore 


perſon, and yet notwithſtanding, his ſoule 
coſt Telus Chriſt as deare, and ts no lefle 
precious in theſight of Gad, then the ſoule- 


- of an Empcrour. Theletters of indulgence 


and diſpenſation that the Pope granteth,are 
but for perſons of ranke and qualitic to 


him. 
CY This 


— 


BY 


Br iſſets 


This alſo hath greatly moued me, that 
is, that they teach in the Church of, Rome, 
that a man cannot bee aſlured of his falua- 


'Whereupon I faid to my ſelfe, ſhall I re- 


. mainein ſuch a religion, in the which after I 


haue laid a foundation of merits and fatisfa- 
ions, andalſo bought the ſamepardons of 
others, in the end of all I know nor whether I 
be the child of God, or a limbe of the Dijuellf 
What kinde of religion is this that teacheth 
ſuch doubtfulncs? Where on the contrary.by 
the whole volume of the Scripture, God ex- 
horterh vs tc put our truſt in him, &-to fly vn. 
to him with full aſſurance of fairhz and he tel- 
teth vs,that we may haue bouldneſſe by acceſſe 
vnto him in affurance of faith through Teſus 
Chriſt, Confider with me alſo (beloued ) 
that the commandements of the Romiſh 
Church are much more reuerenced then the 
commar.lementsof God. There they teach, 
that the Church of Rome gfuecs authoritic 
to the holy Scripture, that is,as much as the 
ordinances of men authorife the commarn- 
dements of God. To eate fleſh ypon good fri- 
day, they ſay, is a farre more greater finne, 
then to commit murther or adalrerie.and yet 


it was the friday vpon the which our Saviour 
Chriſt 


— Apologte. 


Chriſt did ordinarily eatethe Paſchal lambe, 
To blaſpheme the name of God in this 
age of the world, is (amongſt chem) accouns+ 
ted for alight matecr; but to ſpeake cuill of 
the Pope, eſpecially in Italy or Spaine, is a 
burning matter,and vnpardonable. AtRome 
the TIewes hold a religion, which teacheth, 
that Chriſt is an impoſtor or iuggler; but to 
ſay chat there is no Purgatory at all, sacrime 
worthy of the Inquitttion, Now euery Bi- 
ſhop in our country ot France can give abſo- 
lution 11 crimes and offences committed a- - 

ainſt Gods lawes; but none can abſolue 
innes committed againſt the-Pope, or his 
lawes. ' 

This triple-headed Potentate doth tcach 
many things contrary to the law and the 
Goſpell.. Firſt, God faith inthe 20, chapter 
of Exodus : Thow /halt nt make to thy ſelfe the 
likeneſse of any thing which is in heanen, or earth : 
Thom ſhalt not bow downe to them, &v., But in 
the Romiſh Chu: ch they paint the holy Tri- 
nitic, they kneele downe beforethe images 
of Saints, Secondly, God faith in his law, 


' Sixe dayes ſhalt thou labour . The Pope ſaith, 


Thou ſhalt not worke fixe daies, but thou 
ſhalt keepe ſuch holy dayes as he enioyneth 


thee in the weeke dayes to obſerue. Thirdly, 
God 


__ Day wu AI ne 
I ett 


Briſſets 


God faith by his Apoſtle, 1. Tim. 3,verl. 2, 4 

Biſhopmuſi be the husband of one wife, having his 
children under obedience with all rewerence, But 
the Church oft Rome commandeth, that a 
Biſhop ſhould haue neither wite nor chil- 
dren. Fourthly, God commanderth by his 
Apoſtle, 1. Cor. 10. If any of them which be- 
leene not call you to a feait whatſoever is ſet before 


ou, eate, asking no queſtion for conſcience ſake. 


The Church of Rome contrariwiſe faith, 
when you ſhall be inuited to the houles of 
heretickes, cate not of all that which (hall 
be ſet before you in the. Lent time, or vpon 
fridaics. Fifthly, God faith by his Apoſtle, 
1. Cor. 14. It were better in the Church to ſpeake 


few words with wnderſtanding, then ten thou- 
ſand in 4 firange tongue, The Church of 


Rome on the contrary, fay all their Seruice 
in alanguage that is not vnderſtood, And ſo 
in many other points, 

Itany one alledgevnto me the multitude 
of protcſlors, I fay that Chriſt Matth 7.13. 
would haue vs enter by the narrow garegand 


faith,that the broade way wherein the mul- 


titude doe walke, is-the way to deſtruction; 
Therefore if in the reading of the word of 
God, 1 mecte with any dithcultics, 1 re- 
ſolue with my {elite neither to be-iudge nor 

interpreter: 


- & 
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Arologie 
interpreter : and that which remaines cleare 
and plaine , is ſufficient toinſtrut and ſauc 
me.. And truly fince I conformed-my felte, 
to the true religion of our Clin Ieſus 
Chriſt; I haue learned now to: belecue: no 
longer by the faith of another,Nor truly isa- 
ny man {aued by atturney; which; makes me 
carncitly to —_ all Romiſh profeſlors eo 
doe as [ tans donefor their owne : Sins 
and to thiake ſcucrally ypon theſe things,that 
their foules may be deliaered out of captiut- 
ty; that we' may together glorifie God vp» 
an carth, being dcefirous to bee glorihied' by 
him in heauen. 

And now to you, you Romiſh Catho- 
lickes, as you tearme your ſclues;you that 
havenuſled me long in ignorance; .now/that 
the true light hath opened; mine eres, I will 
as plainly lay open,and (et grooms your ſuper- 
Ritzous actiles, which now to my-ſoules 
ſorraw, I haue bene witneſle of... Firſt;ye ne- 
= came in with your miters; robes, and 

rings,by thedoore,as did the poote Apoſtles 
| butbythe window like nb ee/ih and 
wurtherers, with Simon Magus, and {uclvlike. 
Neuer was yaur proud power: of 'our hea- 
venly fathersplanring, and therefore at the 


iran vpby the rootesy yeemuſtinithe 
D end 


Dan. $. 


2, Maccab, 


9, 
2, Thelil. Zo» 


Heb, 4, 


Briſſets 

end be deſtroyed without hands: inviſibly 
ſhall ye be ſtriken, as was the great tyrane 
Axntiochas: with the mighty breath of Gods 
mouth, which is his inuincible word,. fhall 
your falſe kingdome be conſumed, This rec- 
kon T to be fufhicient todeclare you both'ro 
God and man,molt ſpjghtfull traitours vats 


thoſe that will not bee wilfully blinde. And 


to proue you ſpirituall theeues,is the purpoſe 
of my writing: forproofe whereof I neede 
not to ſecke further then into your 'owne ©- 
pen ats. How long haue ye kept the'etertiall 
reſtament of Chriſt ynder your filthy feete 
trom the peoples reading; which isthe liuely 
toode of their ſoules? yea how many inno. 
cent Chriſtian creatures/haueyee moſt cruel- 
ly murthered to cauſe them to abhorre- it? I 
haucknowne you burne a worſhipfull gen- 
tlewoman, for hauing butone chapter of S. 
Aatthews Goſpell written-in her houſe; and 
another man for hauing'S. 7ohns Goſpell: be- 
ſide many other cruelties by you commit- 
ted, Some haue you burned for not allow- 
ing your pilgrimages' ſome for not belee- 
aing your pardons; fomefor notfaſting the 


_ _ friday,fornotobſeruing your Lentz ſome for 


your Purgatory,ſome for youriimages;z ſome 
for not praying to dead Saints of your owne 
DES making ; 


makings ſome for not" creeping to! the 
pen for notgoing on 6 Shu and 
ſome for holy-water :'and for othervainetri- 
fles of your owne inuenting. Too long were 
itt recite allyour as of miſchiefe, which 
ycce haue alwaics practiſed to deface Gods 
word. Neuer were ye yet content that the 
ſcede of faluation ſhould fruftifie among the 
people, but enermore ye-haue ſtroue to ſto 
the ſweete blaſt thereof, thereby to do the di- 
uell your father a pleaſure. Yee arc thoſe 
wilde fwine, leawd ſhepheards and” Foxes, 
which haue rooted vp the Lords vineyard; 
therefore how terrible will your ſentences be 
againſt you at the latter day, where in feare 
yee ſhall confeſſe openly all your damnable 
fooliſhgeſſe, and that ye haue bene wilfully 
ignorant of the truth, and haue tired your 
ſelues in the waics of wickedneſſe and de. 
ſtruction? 

Before your owne faces I will more plain- 
ly ſet downe your abhominations, and good 
workes as you call them. Youare, I ſay, be- 
witchers of our French Paitliaments, where. 
in yce haue depriued altogetherthe:-common 
people of the. Bibles reading z onely you ad- 
mititto three degrees of men, to Gentle- 
men, Merchants and Prieſts: all artificers, 
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and men of thecommontſart;alearly-exclu- 


h God weropartiall, mot 'wil. 


- ling -his lawes and-(weete promiſes ſhould 


. 


luanont:: 25h, 4 55 | > $$: 

Theſe bethe good) workevrhat (you'fay) 
will wftifte yowbetare yourGod-the Pope; 
Theſcaredeeds of ſupererogation jwherwith 
you ſcoure your fiery Purgatory. Thele axe 
the merits of your ſatisfactions, wh 
you gct /heauen. wheniGod:winot arhome. 
Oh fhameleſſemuartherers? It he be-called a 
mankiller that. [killeth ' the' body , much 
racrhevhe thatkilleth fouk and body, Altthe 


be knowne 40 poarc men, vntotheir foules 


wiz" 


_ wotldiin a manner derideth/ your'procee- 


dings,'and laugheth'rto'feome your vnpru- 
dent praQtifes.. Qhriſtneuer contemned the 


_ . poore, but bleſſed them'aboucallrforts of 


people. Notonely opened he his Gofpell to 
the poore in his owne perſon, but'alfo ap. 


Marth. 33, Poymed the pooreſt ſort of men to declare it 
Marke 16. after hig departtre,enduing them molt larg e- 


Luke 24, 


John 15, | 
As, 


'weake to confound the ſtrong, and\thepoore 


lywith his Spirit fromaboue, He chofe the 


to deface the proud, Neuer ſentheſuch glo- 


_ riousand Lordly Prelates to fit in Confi- 


ſtories, Councels,and Sefſfions, tothe deſtru- 


Aion of ſuch as belecuc faithfully in Chriſt: 
} p there» 
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therefore it iseafie to-perceinewhoſeferuants 
you be, Youenermore callypon earthly .go- 
nernours, as.did Simon Magus your :predecci- 
four ypon the rour Nero, to martyr 

the Goſpel|-preachers, Chriſt neuer willed 

any to be broughtto his faith by compulſion, 
neither vied the Apoſtles to enforce 'any man 
thereunto: Butyou like tyrants, morecruell 

then: the Turke, conſtraine people to'your 

falſe faith by diuerskinds of torments. - The 

truc faith which commeth/by the Goſpell 
preached , bringeth forth-the workes -of the 
Goſpell, which are the fruits of loue and Sal.g.:s, 
gladnes,peace,patienee,gentleneſle,long {uf- *3* 
_ fering, meekneſle, chaſtity, temperance, and 
ſuch the, Butyourgood works; as YOU terme 
them, be the going for pardons, the ſecking 
of images,the praying to dead Saints, the ta- 
king of holy water, the hearing of Maſle 
without vnderſtanding,the wearing of beads, 
the offering of candles,the idle ſpending of 
your holidates, the comming to: confeſſion, 
the creeping to the croſle;thefaſti "g of Saints 
eues, the praying for all Chriſtian ſoules, the 
building of Monaſteries, and chanteries, the 
charming of Churches and chalices, with a 
thouſand ſuperſtizions more for your profite 


and aduantage, Thelſe,I ſay,and ſuch like, are 
D 3 your 


Woface, We wen Seen + os 


your £029 workes, which, beget nothing, as 
Saint P.waich,but haughtineſle,vaine glory, 
couetoulſneſle, pride, hatred, malice, man- 


ſlaughter,gluttony,drunkenneſſe,floath,ido- 


latry,ſe dition,witchcraft,fornication, letche- 
ry,and fuch like fins of the fleſh, 
And now to conclude with this my ſoules 


prayer: Oheternall Father, for thy infinite+ 


mercies ſake, graciouſly grant that our ſouc- 
raibne Lord and king, Lewis the 13. may be 


ſo inſpired with the true vnderſtanding of 


thy word,that hee would clearely caſt out of 
his priuy Counſell houſe, theſe locuſts of A- 
OYPt, and daily vpholders of Sodome and 
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Gomora,the popes cruell cattellsto the ynj- |, 


uerſall health of his people: for never ſhall 
hehane of them but deceiptfull counſellers, 
and hollow hearted gentlemen. Finally ( O 
Lord) take from thErheir inordinate pompe, 
and riches, and more godly beſtow it, to the 
aideand maintenance of the commonwealth, 
As foran example, it hath in times paſt bene 
doncin England,our neighbour kingdome; 
where all Monaſteries, Nunneries,Conuecnts 
and Friers houſes, were conuerted into 
ſchoolesof Chriſtian learning, hoſpitals for 
ficke perſons, and conuenient dwelling, pla- 
ces for poore and aged people: Keno 

eng 
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TY 
the reſt of their lands and goods, to the / 
maintenance of their citties and townes, 28, 
Which godly dcede is now commended . 
through all Chriftendomezand there(O hap- 
py country) is Chriſt truly harboured, nou- 
riſhed, courred, fed , and viſited in his diſea» 
ſed members: all which will be recompen : 

ced at the latter day. God grant that 
France, and all other nations may 


_ dothe like» Amen; 
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